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Cool News -- October 2007

Cool Capital at Green Festival October 6 and 7
The sixth annual DC Green Festival will be held this weekend, October 6th & 7th at the DC Convention Center.  Individuals and organizations from around the region will gather at the DC Convention Center for speakers, shopping, films, food, and more.  Steve Coleman of coordinating partner Washington Parks & People will present the Cool Capital model at noon on Saturday in Room 1.  Several other Cool partners will have exhibits at the event, including the Washington Area Bicyclist Association, the Sierra Club, the Center for a New American Dream, and the DC Department of the Environment.  For information on the Green Festival: www.greenfestivals.org. To volunteer at the Cool Capital booth at the Green Festival, email info@coolcapital.org. 
Cool Holds Training Events Across the Region
Cool Capital is producing an ongoing series of training sessions for businesses and individual leaders around the region.  On September 20, the Downtown DC Business Improvement District, ENERGY STAR and Strategic Building Solutions sponsored a Cool Energy Training for 60 local property managers and building engineers, representing a carbon footprint of over 300 million pounds, learned how energy efficiency can save money and the environment. The training was hosted by Akridge and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.
On September 23, leaders from organizations, congregations, and communities met with the Cool Capital team and other energy professionals for Cool’s latest training for leaders wanting to become Cool Carbon Busters.  Twenty participants learned the tools and skills needed to reduce carbon footprints and use personal and professional networks to involve others in the Cool Capital Challenge.  

On October 25 at 6:30 p.m., the Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection, Greater Washington Interfaith Power & Light, Montgomery Sierra Club, and other Cool partners will kick off a series of free trainings at the Discovery Communications Center in Silver Spring, Maryland.  Open to all Montgomery County residents, the training will offer information on the Cool Capital Challenge, reducing personal carbon footprints, and reaching out to networks.    
Preparing for Winter
Fall is the key time for getting ready for an energy-efficient winter.  Several easy steps can cut energy use and costs as the weather gets colder.

A good first step, at any time of year, is a home energy audit.  An energy audit will identify problem areas and actions to correct them.  For the most comprehensive energy audit, a professional is needed (see Cool’s on-line Green Building Resource Guide for suggestions), but there are several things you can do yourself:
1. Locate and seal indoor air leaks by checking electrical outlets, window frames, baseboards,  fireplaces, attics, cupboards, and places where plumbing and wiring enter the building.  Weather strip around doors and windows.
2. Check your attic insulation to be sure you aren’t losing a large amount of heat through the roof.
3. Clean and tune up your boiler or furnace and install a programmable thermostat.

Addressing these issues as the temperature begins to drop can help prepare you for winter savings in energy and money.  Check the Cool web site for more Cool Tips for an energy-efficient winter.
Green Jobs for DC
This September, DC Mayor Adrian Fenty announced a “green jobs” initiative for the District.  This initiative, which includes a Green-Collar Jobs Advisory Council, will search for ways to link green building policies to the creation of jobs.  According to the Center for American Progress, a Cool partner, “The mayor’s initiative—announced at a vocational high school in D.C. that is training students for jobs in public transportation—will ensure that more of D.C.’s residents can find good jobs and opportunity in the emerging green economy.”  An October 22 City Council hearing will explore expanding green workforce development.
Board of Trade to Host Forum on Greening Washington
The Greater Washington Board of Trade will host its first ever regional symposium on the environment at the end of October.  The goal of the Potomac Conference is to establish an agenda for regional environmental sustainability and to encourage environmental business innovation.  The governors of Maryland and Virginia, the mayor of DC, members of Congress, and other elected officials are invited to this meeting which will begin a dialog that, according to the Board of Trade website, “will serve as a catalyst for action by business, civic and government leaders.”
Save the date!  Cool House and Block Parties November 10-11!
Cool Capital Challenge, c/o Washington Parks & People

Josephine Butler Parks Center, 2437 15th Street, NW, Washington, DC   20009
www.coolcapital.org 

email:  info@coolcapital.org 

Welcome to new partners:
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Cool Presents to National


Association of Counties





On September 20, Cool presented the Cool Capital Challenge model to the National Association of Counties Climate Protection Forum.  This was the first-ever climate forum for NACo, which represents 80% of the counties across the US.  Representatives from across the region and nation expressed interest in replicating Cool Capital in their counties.  Following the presentation, Cool Chair Cliff Majersik and Coordinating Partner Steve Coleman joined officials in discussions on what is being done outside of the region, as well as how small governments can make changes despite limited resources.


Cool Capital has also been cited as a model by the United States Conference of Mayors.








Cool Dates 


(Info: www.coolcapital.org)�
�
Green Festival�
Oct 6-7�
�
Solar Home Tours�
Oct 6-7�
�
Bike-Friendly Fridays�
Oct. 13- Nov. 16�
�
DC Environment Conference�
Oct 19-21�
�
Montgomery Co. Training�
Oct 25�
�
PowerShift 2007�
Nov 2-5�
�
Step It Up Day�
Nov. 3�
�
Cool Parties�
Nov 10-11�
�
ASE Efficiency Forum�
Nov 11-14�
�






Cool Capital Seeks Volunteers


Cool Capital is looking for people interested in helping to advance the campaign.  Volunteers are needed to:


Assist partners in  reaching their pledges.


Pitch the Challenge to potential new partners.


Help with community outreach across the region.


Help with Cool events.


Serve on the Speakers Bureau and help present Cool to neighborhoods, organizations, and businesses


If you’re interested in these or other volunteer opportunities, contact us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@coolcapital.org" ��info@coolcapital.org�.  Too busy to volunteer but still want to contribute?  Send a tax-deductible donation to Cool/Washington Parks & People, 2437 15th NW, WDC 20009.  Be sure to note that it’s to be used entirely for the Cool Capital Challenge.








WABA, Downtown BID, Commuters Offer Bike-Friendly Fridays


From Oct. 12 to Nov. 2, the Downtown Business Improvement District, Washington Area Bicyclist Association, and others are hosting Bike-Friendly Fridays to jump-start more commuter bicycling.  To help people not used to biking to work, experienced commuters will lead convoys from various points on the existing Bike-to-Work routes.  For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.waba.org" ��www.waba.org�.  WABA also will hold a free Confident City Cycling Class on October 13 at the Josephine Butler Parks Center, 2437 15th Street, NW.








